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CLAIMS IINTO  LINCOLN 

Woman  Says  She  is  Daughter 
Of  the  War  President. 


Sees  Attorney  Shutt  in  an  Effort  to 
Prove  Her  Identity. 

Declares  That  She  is  Entitled  to  Farm 
Land  Left  by  Martyr  Exeoutive 
Near  Petersburg, 


Sarah  ToOcJ,  an  elderly  woman,  who 
has"  niacle  Springfield  her  home  the 
last  year,  set  forth  the  claim  yester- 
day that  she  is  a  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  the  martyred  president. 
No  credence  is  given  her  story  by 
those  who  have  heard  it.  Mrs.  Todd 
is  anxious  to  prove  her  claim  in  order 
that  she  may  gain  possession  of  prop- 
erty near  Petersburg,  once  owned  by 
Lincoln,  which  she  says  is  now  held 
illegally.  She  has  consulted  State's 
Attorney  Shutt  and  asked  him  for 
assistance,  but  the  latter  has  paid  lit- 
tle attention  to  the  claim  because  it 
gives  indications  of  being  without 
foundation. 

Explains  Long  Silence. 
The  woman  says  she  has  been  silent 
about  her  alleged  relationship  these 
long  years  because  she  had  the  confi- 
dence that  she  would  be  well  provi- 
ded for  if  she  let  the  matter  rest.  She 
has  not  been  provided  for  and  she  is 
now  determined  to  prove  that  she  is 
a  daughter  of  Lincoln.  When  she 
does  this  Mrs.  Todd  says  she  expects 
to  claim  the  farm  land  near  Peters- 
burg, which  she  says  she  knows  was 
the  property  of  Lincoln  at  the  time 
he  was  assassinated. 

A  peculiar  story  is  told  by  the  wo- 
man. She  does  not  know  where  she 
was  born  nor  her  exact  age.  She  says 
she  kn'/ws  that  she  was  reared  two 
mileB  and  one-half  northeast  of  Cham- 
bersburg,  in  Pike  county,  and  that 
she  is  over  40  years  old.  Robert  Todd 
and  Jane  Todd  reared  her  and  she 
lived  with  them  until  she  was  18  years 
old. 

Various  persons,  she  says,  told  her 
that  Robert  and  Jane  Todd  were  not 
her   parents.     She   asked   Todd  who 
her  father  was  and  he  refused  to  tell 
her.    Then  some  persons,  she  declares, 
told  her  in  confidence  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  her  parent.    The  woman 
asserts  that  she  remembers  when  she 
was  about  6  years  old  that  Lincoln 
came  to  Todd's  home  where  she  was 
staying  and  they  conversed  about  her. 
She  was  too  small  then  to  know  what 
they  were   discussing,   but   she  says 
now  that  she  is  of  the  opinion  Lincoln 
was  paying  Todd  to  take  care  of  her. 
Given  the  Name  of  Sarah  Todd. 
Until  Mrs.  Todd  was  18  years  old, 
according  to  her  story,  she  was  known 
as  "Baby."    Then  she  says  she  was 
given  the  name  of  Sarah  Todd.  As 
she  became  older  she  frequently  asked 
Todd  who  her  father  was,  but  he  al- 
ways replied  that  it  made  no  difference 
to  her  so  long  as  she  was  well  provi- 
ded for.     This  resulted  in  the  girl's 
quarreling  with  Todd  and  she  said  she 
was  going  to  leave.    He  was  willing 
and  when  she  left  she  says  Todd  gave 
her  $2,000  in  money. 

The  girl  went  to  Mt.  Sterling  where 
she  was  married  to  William  Vande- 
venter,  a  farmer.     The  couple  went 
to  Missouri,  where  after  a  few  months' 
i     MtaX..M*M>  Vaadeventar  jsoalwA-:* 


t«r  from  Todd  asking  he/  to  return.} 
She  did  so,  making  her  home  on  a ; 
farm  near  Chambersburg.  Again 
friends  began  informing  her  that  Todd 
was  not  her  father  and  that  she  ought 
to  take  steps  in  finding  her  parents. 
Some  told  her  they  were  certain  that 
Lincoln  was  her  father,  but  she  finally 
decided  to  let  the  matter  drop. 

Tries  to  Trace  Parentage. 
After  living  with  Vandeventer  a 
number  of  years  the  woman  separated 
from  him.  Later  she  married  John 
Miller  of  Pike  county.  They  did  not 
live  happily  together  and  again  she 
.separated.  She  then  decided  to  ascer- 
tain whether  or  not  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  her  father.  This  was  something 
over  five  years  ago.  At  this  time  a 
strange  man,  who  represented  him- 
self as  a  resident  of  Quincy,  came  to 
her  and  said  that  if  she  would  discon- 
tinue her  claim  that  Lincoln  was  her 
parent  he  would  give  her  a  house  and 
lot  in  Springfield,  a  farm  or  money. 
She  agreed  to  this  but  since  has  heard 
nothing  from  the  stranger. 

Now  she  says  she  is  going  to  have 
what    is    entitled    to    her.    She  de- 
clares she  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  president  was  her  father  and 
she  will  leave  nothing  undone  to  es- 
tablish  her  identity.     She   claims  to 
have  ascertained   that   when  Lincoln 
was  murdered  he  owned  a  big  farm 
near    Petersburg.     A    family  named 
Hutchinson,  she  asserts,  took  posses- 
'  sion  of  the  property,  but  Mrs.  Todd 
declares  that  they  could  not  produce 
a  deed  to  it  as  she  demanded.   A  num- 
ber of  persons     have     occupied  the 
place  since  the  Hutchinsons  left  and 
I  each,  Mrs.  Todd  asserts,  has  held  it 
'  illegally,  i 

Has  Written  Story  of  Her  Life. 
If  she  can  establish  her  identity 
Mrs.  Todd  says  it  will  be  an  easy  mat- 
ter for  her  to  get  this  Property,  fahe 
has  written  a  history  of  her  hf€ s  and 
presented  it  to  State's  Attorney  Shutt 
asking  him  to  assist  her  Robert .and 
Jane  Todd  are  now  dead.  Nothing  is 
Known  of  this  remarkable  story  except 
the  assertions  made  by  Mrs.  Todd. 
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APPENDIX. 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  MoKENDREE  COLLEGE. 

EXHIBIT  I. 

Copy  of  Organization  Articles  of  MoKendree  College,  (formulated 
under  date  of  Feb.  20,  1828. ) 

We,  the  undersigned,  estimating  mental  improvement  of  the  first 
importance  to  a  commonwealth,  as  well  as  in  a  political,  moral  and 
religious  view,  promise  to  pay  the  several  sums  annexed  to  our 
names  for  the  purpose  of  creating  an  edifice  in,  or  near,  the  town  of 
Lebanon,  St.  Clair  county,  111.,  for  a  seminary  of  learning,  to  be  con- 
ducted as  nearly  as  may  be,  on  the  plan  of  Augusta  College,  Ken- 
tucky, the  hall  of  which  shall  be  designed  and  used  as  a  house 
of  publio  worship,  when  this  will  not  interfere  with  the  design  and 
object  of  the  institution,  and  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

2nd.  The  property  shall  be  deeded  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  for  the  purpose  of  safe  keeping,  and  the  benefits  of  incorpor- 
ation with  this  limitation,  that  it  shall  never  be  sold  or  appropriated 
to  any  other  uses  than  as  aforesaid,  without  the  consent  of  all  the 
shareholders. 

3rd.  Ten  dollars  shall  be  the  amount  of  a  share,  and  a  certificate 
from  the  board,  countersigned  by  the  secretary,  shall  entitle  the 
holder  to  the  benefits  of  a  stockholder,  which  certificate  may  be 
transferred  and  entitle  the  holder  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  original 
owner  as  a  stockholder. 

4th.  Each  shareholder,  for  each  share,  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
vote,  in  all  elections  for  the  appointment  of  such  committees,  and 
other  officers  elective  by  a  stockholder,  to  send  one  scholar  for  each 
share,  free  from  house  rent,  and  charge  for  the  use  of  the  public 
library,  etc.,  and  also  shall  be  free  from  charge  for  fuel. 

5th.  The  Illinois  Annual  Conference  is  respeotfully  solicited  to 
take  the  institution  under  its  fostering  care,  and  take  such  methods 
for  increasing  its  funds,  and  endowing  it  with  professors,  and  pro- 
curing other  means  for  its  advancement  as  may  to  them  seem  best 
and  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  Missouri  Annual  Conference  should 
unite  with  the  Illinois  Conference,  and  make  it  a  Conference  semi- 
nary for  both  Conferences. 

6th.  Should  the  annual  conference  refuse  to  accept  the  institu- 
tion, the  quarterly  conference  of  Illinois  circuit  is  requested  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  quarterly  conferences  in  this  district  in  its  sup- 

P°rti"  u  ?a°h  cirouit  siia11  have  a  riSnt  to  elect  one  manager,  and 
stockholders  shall  elect  seven  from  among  themselves  whose  duty  it 
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shall  be  to  solicit  donations  and  subscriptions.  They,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  shall  constitute  the  board  of  managers  for  the  governing 
of  the  institution,  selecting  professors  and  teachers,  library,  astron- 
omical, ohemical  and  philosophical  apparatus,  elementary  books,  etc. 
They  shall  regulate  the  internal  economy,  fix  the  prioe  of  tuition, 
specify  the  terms  of  session,  recess  and  vaoation,  and  by  their  by- 
laws, direot  and  ordain  such  rules  as  may  tend  to  its  advancement, 
good  order  and  respectability. 

7th.  The  stockholders  shall  meet  at  the  sohool  house,  in  Lebanon, 
on  the  1st  day  of  March,  ensuing,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a 
building  committee,  seoretary,  and  treasurer,  defining  their  duty, 
and  specifying  the  compensation  for  their  services,  and  to  transact 
such  other  business  as  the  interests  of  the  institution  may  require. 

8th.  The  principal  building  shall  not  be  less  than  36  feet  by  48> 
with  two  wings  of  suitable  dimensions  for  convenience,  to  be  com- 
menced as  soon  as  $600  is  subscribed.  The  subscription  shall  be 
paid  to  the  treasurer  in  three  installments,  as  follows:  One-fourth  on 
the  1st  of  June,  one-fourth  on  the  1st  of  September,  and  one-half  on 
the  1st  of  December  ensuing. 

9th.  In  case  the  conferences  do  not  signify,  by  special  communi- 
cation to  the  secretary  of  the  institution,  their  intention  to  aid  the 
institution  by  the  1st  of  October,  the  stockholders  shall,  on  notice, 
oonvene  and  eleot  a  suitable  number  of  managers,  and  other  officers, 
whose  power  and  duties  shall  be  delegated  to  them  by  the  stock- 
holders. 

SUBSCRIBERS'  NAMES. 


Name. 


Amount. 


Amount. 


Nicholas  Horner  

Natban  Horner  

Robert  Rankin  

Jobn  O'Kallon  

A.  W.  Casad  

George  Lowe  

Edward  Youner  

Charles  McDonald  

Phllonidas  Balch  

Daliel  S.  Witter  

John  Crocker  

Samuel  R.  Thompson 

Charles  Colling  

Josiah  Patterson  

James  S.  Simpson.... 
George  McDonald  .... 

John  Lowe  

Silas  McCann  

William  Falres  

Richard  Vanorsdol... 

Thomas  Ray  

James  Biggin  

Abraham  sublet  

P.  T.  Crabb  

Moses  Twiss  

C.  W.  Ennis  

Joseph  Hypes  

George  W.  Vineyard  . 

Asa  Hutchinson  

Prettyman  Beyce  

Thomas  Nichols  

Pleasant  Nichols  

Joshua  Barnes  


$100  00 
60  00 
20  00 
10  00 
50  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  60 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 


Robert  Abernathy  ... 

Robert  Moore  

Theodore  M.  Nichols 

Evan  Barnes  

Elijah  Moore  

James  Porter  

Meredith  Jurney  .... 

Samuel  Scites  

Austin  Lyon  

Robert  Middleton.... 

Peter  Wright  

John  McDonald  

Jacob  Widmer  

John  Thomas,  Sr .... 

William  Moore  

John  Springer  

Thomas  Stanton  

Caldwell  Morrison... 

William  Clark  

I.  Baum  

Thomas  B.  Stevens.. 

E.  B.  Clemson  

James  Moore  

William  Mlddleton  ... 

Adam  Vineyard  

Daussy  Boring  

William  Welsh  , 

John  Brake  

James  S.  McCann  .... 
James  McCann,  Sr  ... 
David  Chamberlin .... 

Welsey  Dugger  

William  Parkinson.., 


i  10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
5  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
30  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
50  00 
20  00 
10  00 
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SUBSCRIBERS'  NAMES-Ooticluded. 


Name. 


Amount. 


Name. 


Wharlotte  Sherman   and  Abigail 

Scarrett  

Phillip  Teter  

Dempsie  Guthrie  

Abner  Oliver  Kelley  

Martin  L.  Allen  

John  C.  Dugger  

Phillip  Searsey  

Isaac  McMahan  

John  Thomas.  Jr  

Vison  West  

David  L.  West  

Isaac  Furgeson  

Jarrett  Dugger  

W.  C.  Ballard  

Daniel  White  

William  Lewis  

Samuel  Mitchell,  Sr  

William  C.  Brown  


10  00 
10  00, 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
20  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 


John  Martindale  

George  Temple  

Betsey  M.  Rlggln  

John  Dew  

Charles  Slade  

J.  C.  Bruner  

Huey  Alexander  

Joseph  Folks   

Gen.  James  Moore.... 

Enoch  Moore  

Milton  Moore  

Danile  Whittenburgh 
Thornton  Peoples  .... 
William  W.  Roman... 

Thomas  Mather  

T.  W.  Gray  

William  Lunceford... 
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APPENDIX. 

HISTORICAL  SKETCH  MoKENDREE  COLLEGE— 
.  EXHIBIT  2. 

Constitution,  adopted  by  Board  of  Managers,  Nov.  8th,  1828. 

Article  1,  Agreeably  to  the  design  of  the  original  projectors  of 
the  aforementioned  seminary  of  learning,  said  institution  shall  be 
placed  under  the  control  and  management  of  the  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  or 
either  of  said  conferences,  under  the  limitations  and  on  the  condi- 
tions hereinafter  named:  provided  said  conferences,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  at  any  further  period  accept  the  same  and  make  it  a  conference 
seminary. 

Art.  2.  All  the  property  now  belonging  to  the  seminary,  including 
the  buildings  and  lands  appropriated  to  the  same,  or  which  may  be 
hereafter  received  by  purchase  or  donation,  that  has  not  already  been 
conveyed,  shall  be  conveyed  to  trustees  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  manner  and  form  as  near  as  may  be, 
agreeably  to  the  deed  of  settlement  contained  in  the  discipline  of 
said  church  securing  the  privileges  of  churohes  and  meeting  houses ; 
provided  the  property  aforesaid  shall  never  be  sold  or  appropriated 
to  any  other  use  or  uses,  than  specified  by  the  articles  of  association, 
to  whioh  the  original  subscriptions  were  appended,  and  provided 
further  that  all  individual  privileges  granted  and  guaranteed  to  share- 
holders shall  by  this  constitution  be  secured  inviolate. 

Art.  3.  For  the  better  organization  of  said  institution  and  with  a 
view  to  carry  into  immediate  effect  the  designs  of  its  patrons  and 
friends,  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the  stockholders,  a  board  of 
managers,  consisting  of  33  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
churoh,  who  shall  have  authority  to  make  by-laws  to  regulate  their 
own  proceedings,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  regulate  the  internal 
concerns  of  the  institution,  to  appoint  the  times  of  sessions  and  vaca- 
tions, fix  the  terms  of  tuition,  elect  a  president  and  professors,  pro- 
oure  and  appoint  competent  teachers,  regulate  their  salaries,  take 
suoh  measures  as  to  them  may  seem  best,  to  increase  the  funds  of 
the  institution,  and  in  connection  with  the  professors,  attend  the 
public  examinations  of  the  students  and  adopt  as  they  may  think 
proper  a  system  of  salutary  discipline,  and  make  an  annual  report  of 
their  proceedings  and  doings  as  also  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  in- 
stitution. 


FIRST  COUSIN  OF  LINCOLN. 


Aged   Widow   of   Carroll  Discloses 

Her  Relationship  to  President. 

;  Carroll  Herald:  Readers  of  the  Herald 
will  be  interested  to  know  that  we  have; 
in  our  midst  a  person  who  is  a  first  i 
cousin  of  our  greatest  president,  Abra-  j 
ham  Lincoln.  This  relative  of  our  mar- 1 
tyred  president  has  been  an  active  citizen  j 
among  us  for  twenty-six  years  and  never  i 
revealed  her  distinguished  relationship 
until  about  two  weeks  ago. 

Mrs.   Angelina  Lincoln   Rich,   82  years 
of  age  and  who  is  the  widow  of  the  late 
Senator  Thomas  Rich,  of  this  district,  is 
the  one  who  has  the  honor  of  being  re- ' 
lated  to  Lincoln.    Her  mother's  maiden  | 
name  was  Sarah  Lincoln  and  she  was  I 
a    sister    of    our    martyred    president's  1 
father,  this  making  Mrs.  Rich  and  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  first  cousins. 

Mrs.  Rich's  mother  married  a"  man  by 
the  name  of  Barrett  and  she  'was  born 
to  this  union  in  1834  at  Columbus,  O.  She 
had  an  older  brother,  and  a  sister  about 
la  year  and  a  half  younger  than  herseU. 
When  Mrs.  Rich  was  about  3  years  old,, 
her  mother  passed  away.  Then  her  father 
followed  soon  thereafter.  In  later  years 
her  brother  and  sister  died,  leaving  her 
the  only  one  of  the  family. 

Mrs.  Rich  has  a  remarkable  memory 
and  delighJs  her  many  friends  by  relat- 
ing interesting  incidents  concerning  Lh&- 
pioneer  days.  When  she  was  14  years 
of  age,  she  moved  to  Illinois  in  company 
with  some  of  her  relatives.  Jt.  3/«  /C 
.  After  her  marriage  to  Thomas  Rich, 
J  who  became  prominent  in  this  part  of 
I  Iowa,  they  traveled  across  country  to 
I  California  with  a  team  of  oxen  and  a 
I  fart.  Her  husband  made  a  pair  of  heavy 
boots  and  she  went  afoot  most  of  the 
way,  enjoying  the  mountains  and  beauti- 
ful scenery.  At  that  time  feeding  boxes 
for  the  oxen  were  fastened  to  the  rear 
of  the  cart,  and  as  Mrs.  Rich  walked 
along,  she  would  pick  up  sticks  and 
throw  them  into  the  boxes  so  that  when 
they  stopped  she  had  the  kindling  wood 
ready  for  the  fire.  We  must  remember 
that  in  the  days  of  1SC0  the  Indians  were 
still  dangerous  and  people  crossing  the  j 
continent  had  to  be  cautious.  [ 

In  1868  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rich  came  back 
to  dear  old  Iowa  and  settled  near  Qll4> 
den,    where   they   lived   tor  tttoaty-oa<  j 
years.    During  their  residence  la  Carrol 3 
county  the  voters  elected  Mr.   Hlch  tij  ' 
many  positions  of  trust  and  he  alwayj 
discharged  his  duties  with  credit  to  him*! 
self  and  honor  to  the  county.    For  thA 
past  twenty-six  years  Mrs.  Rich  has  re* 
sided  at  the  home  of  her  eon,   R.  B, 
Rich,  on  North  Adams  street.    Sho  hag 
;been  a  faithful  member  of  the  First  Bap« 
U&MW££k*9<iJ*  still  an  active  yorkery 


JL  V  v\  CO  I  Vl      (\  <~  \  &  t^O* 


JVo  Pension  Wanted 


s^o  tt&S 
Man  #e/a*e</  To  Lincoln 

Soldier  Is  Wounded 

MODESTOr~^T  21.r-Bdward 
Lincoln,  whoes  father  was  a  first 
cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
who  served"  during,  the  Cwil  war 
in  an  Indiana  regiment,  has  101 
the  past  12  years  made  his  home 
I  wfth Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gus  Bertram  in 

I  ^FoSng  his  arrival  in  Modesto 
Lincoln  has  been  a  close  'friend  01 
the  Bertrams  and  takes  great  de- 
light in  gardening  and  keeping  up 
the  lawns  at  the  Bertram  home 

I  Lincoln  takes  his  war  records  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  and  although 
wooded  in  service  has  declined to 
accent  a  pension  from  the  Govern 
ment  He  is  close  mouthed  con- 
cerning his  illustrious  relative 
whom  he  admitted  having .greatly 
admired  Nor  will  he  talk  ot  ms 
exploits  while  in  the  Union  army. 

He  wore  born  December  13  1839, 
and  despite  his  83  years  is  still 
hale  and  hearty.   


THE  FRESNO  MORNING  REPUBLICAN, 


DESCENDANT  OF  AN  UNCLE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


Descendant  Of  Lincoln 
Family  Is  Entertained 


NORTHFORK,  Aug.  25— The  Uni- 
versal Film  group  of  artists  is  still 
at  the  Southfork  Inn.  Last  Satur- 
day evening  three  Hawaiians,  young 
women  friends  of  Mrs.  Duncan, 
helped  to  put  on  a  most  Interesting 
evening's  entertainmetot.  Except 
that  "Hawaii  Territory'  'is  a  part  of 
America,  one  had  almost  said 
"American-Hawalians,"  one  of  the 
three,  Miss  Lincoln,  being  a  descend- 
ant of  an  uncle  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln whose  career  took  him  to  tha 
South  Seas. 


RELATIVE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN      **    J.  C.  LINCOLN 


The  Globe  a  few  days  ago  mention- 
ed the  death  in  New  York  at  J-  O. 
Lincoln,  former  commercial  agent  oi 
^Missouri  Pacific  in  Atchison  and 
stated  that  his  father  was  said  to 
fave  been  a  relative  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln   His  father  was  Judge  James  E. 
Lincoln,  and    Papon's    "Annals  of 
Platte  County,  Missouri,"  says  of  hto . 
•'Judge    James    B.    Lincoln,  wbose 
granlfather  was  a  brother  of  Presi- 
dent Abraham  Lincoln  < lie d  ■ Ubex- 
ty  Clay  county,  March  18,  18»tt-  ^« 
was  took  Sept.  27,  1840     He  held  at 
different  times,  the  stations  of  city 
attorney  of  Liberty,  I>rosecutta5n?"°;; 
ney  of   Clay   county,  representative 
trom  Clay,  probate  judge   ed  tor  of 
the  Tribune,  etc."     I*-"  7  **  *-* 


ATCHISON  DAILY  GLOBE 


LINCOLN  KIN  SLEW 
MURDERESS  WIFE 

Illinois  Lawyer  Says  Woman  Had 
Killed  Her  Brother. 


CUT  AND  BURNED  BOTH  BODIES 

My^^us^Kwppelir^e  of  All 
Three  Is  Cleared. 

- 

Aurora j  111..  Jan.  13.-Warren  J.  Lin- 
coln lawyer,  horticulturist  and  distant 
relative  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  whose 
disappearance  from  Lis  Homo  here  last 
April  caused  police  to  believe  he  had 
been  murdered,  confessed  to-day  to  kill- 
ing his  wife  after  she  had  shot  and. 
killed  her  brother.  Byron  Shoup.  ac- 
cording to  the  police. 

According  to  Lincoln's  confession,  his 
wife  shot  Shoup  three  times  during  a 
Molent  quarrel,  and  he.  fearing  she 
would  turn  on  him.  struck  her  down 
w  th  a  stove  poker  and  then  hacked 
their  bodies  to  pieces,  burning  them  in 
the  creenhouse  furnace  nearby. 
tl  Lincoln  was  arrested  in  Chicago  last 
night  on  a  charge  of  swindling  his 
brother-in-law.  John  Shoup  of  Lincoln. 
111.,  out  of  $&00.  Hi3  confession,  ac- 
cording to  police,  came  with  the  first 
fPW  questions  of  J.  Bruce  Ame  1.  As- 
sistant State's  Attorney,  ^e  slaying. 
Lincoln  is  said  to  have  admitted,  oc- 
curred in  January.  1923,  and  three 
months  later  he  framed  the  c.rcu.n- 
stances  which  indicated  his  murder 
and  implicated  his  wife  and  brother-in- 

^  According  to  the  alleged  confession 
Lincoln    had   had   trouble-  for  months 


with  his  wife  and  brother-in-law.  The 
auarrel  wis  precipitated  by  an  attempt 
«f  his  wife,  he  said,  to  poison  him  with 
"  irugged''?cocoa.  Shoup  upbraided  her 
for  "her  clumsiness"  when  Lincoln 
poured  the  contents  of  the  cup  into  a 
bottle  with  the  intention  of  having  it 

"Becoming  angry  at  her  brother's 
words  the  wife  is  said  to  have  gone 
,nto  her  bedroom,  seized  a  revolver  and 
shot  her  brother  three  times.  It  was 
Sen,  Lincoln  said,  that  he  feared  she 
would  turn  on  him  in  frenzy  and  he 
seized  -1  stove  poker  and  struck  her. 

Tnen.  he  said,  he  cut  the  bodies  into 
pieces  and  burned  them  in  the  green- 
house furnace.  He  disarranged  the  fur- 
niture of  the  house,  opened  the  window 
of  his  bedroom,  stained  the  wmdow  sill 
took  his  nightdress  and  cap.  together 
with  a  glove  of  his  wife's,  and  stained 
them  and  dropped  them  in  a  wel  in  a 
nearby  field.  He  left  an  Indian  club  in 
the  greenhouse.  . 

Lincoln's  brother.  Edward,  living 
nearby,  told  police  of  the  quarrel  be- 
tween his  brother  and  his  wife  when 
police  began  investigation  of  what  they 
believed  was  the  murder  of  Warren 
Lincoln.  The  wife  and  brother  were 
sought  for;  questioning  and  descriptions 
were  broadcast,  but  no  trace  of  them 
was  found. 

Nearly  two  months  ^Tter  Lincoln  tele- 
graphed to  Aurora  police  from  Chicago 
that  he  was  waiting  for  then  in  a  notel 
there  and,  when  returned  to  Aurora,  told 
of  a  kidnaping  by  a  dope  ring  of  winch 
his  wife-  was  supposed  to  b.».  a  member, 
|  of  being  laken  East  and  finally  of  his 
I  escapa  and  return. 

I  Tollce  dropped  the  case  and  Lincoln 
I  returned  to  his  greenhouse,  but  seemed 
dissatisfied.  He  turned  his  business 
'  over  to  his  brother  and  disappeared 
again.  Soon  afterward  he  began  writ- 
ing to  relatives  asking  for  money  in 
the  name  of  his  wife.  Police  took  up 
their  search  again,  and  last  night  found 
him  In  church.  He  was  returned  here 
on  the  charge  ot  obtaining  money  under 
false  pretenses. 

To-day  in  the  presence  of  several  po- 
lice officers  and  a  stenographer  Mr. 
Amell  began  with  the  usual  questions 
as  to  his  name,  residence  and  age. 

When  he  asked  "Where  is  Byron 
Shoup?"  Lincoln  replied  quietly  "He  is 
dead,"  and  then  continued  with  his 
alleged  confession. 


Lincoln  Arrested  on  \ 
Murder  Charge  After 
Heads  Are  Discovered 

SVofc    frft  I  "With    several    distorted  "confes- 

^  ^^-^Tf/-.  »1- l<?W Lions"  from  Lincoln's  lips,  authori- 
SI<UllS  Of  HiS  Wife  and   MefVs  are  still  uncertainot  the  motive 


which  prompted  Lincoln  to  kill  his  | 
wife  fmd  Shoup.  His  chief  storv  is  I 
that  Mrs.  Lincoln  had  been  untrue 
to  him  and  .vhen  she  was  discov- 
ered attempted  to  poison  him. 
Shoup,  who  lived  in  the.  Lincoln 
home,  warned  Mrs.  Lincoln  against 
poisoning  her  husband  and  a  tiuarrel 
ensued.     LjBCPiH     SaM.        In  this 


Brother  Found  in  Con- 
crete Block  Taken 
from  Dump 

AURORA,  Jan726.— (United 
Press) -Two    human    heads,;  accordin*    to  i.i,u„.n-s 

found  imbedded  in  a  massive  iuarie1' 
concrete  block,  today  brought 
near  a  solution  the  murdei 
mystery  involving  Warren  J. 
Lincoln,  eccentric  attorney- 
gardener-floriculturist,  distant 
kinsman  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  confessed  slayer  of  his 


earlier  'confession,  airs.  Lincoln  sho 
Shoup     to    death  and  then  turned 
upon  him.     He  seized  a  poker    he  ; 
said,   end   felled   her  with   a   blow  j 
over  the  head. 

Said  He  Shot  Them. 
Today    however,  Lincoln  admitted 
ie  killed  them  both  with  a  revolver, 
—and  did  not  use  a  poker.  ! 
Finding  of  the  two  human  heads  | 
climax  in  the  most  amaz; 
murder  story  on  local  police  records  I 
From  beginning  to  end.  authorities 
have  been  baffled  by  Lincoln  s  mys- 
terious movements. 

Although  suspicious  of  Lincoln s 
guilt  for  some  time,  police  were  un- 
able to  work  up  a  case  against  him 


wife  and  brother-in-law,  Byron  j  J^J^**?  PSS 
Shoup. 

Been  Held  In  Jail. 

Lincoln  who  has  been  held  in  jail 
for  several  weeks  because  of  a  par- 
tial confession,  this  afLernoon  led  po- 

1'ce  to  a  lonely   dumping    grinds,  ■  *™  They  ar 

.. Uinted  out  a  partly  buried  concrete  ,  unui  a  r^w  &f  pasging 

UluUc,  aud  directed  them  to  break  it  wsteo  '  coutse 
(w  -i.:-  follow inc  Uls  flections,  au;  "°™'e's„nc  'atl0n  he  gave  his  first 

long  nought  "corpus  delicti"  in  the  "corpus  delicti.' 

case,  officers  immediately  swore  out:  Qross  Examined. 

said  He  hid  previously  admitted ;  deat.h  when  he  found  them  together 
murdering  his  wife  but  had  insisted  ln  bed. 

she     had     first   slain   Shoup.     The     Qn   the   night   of  January   10.  he 


splendid  display  of  nerve  by  Lincoln 
during  the  three  weeks  he  has  been 
tion  was  continued  this  evening 


said,  he  found  them  together.  Lin- 
coln said  he  ran  into  the  bedroom 
and  shot  Shoup  to  death.    Then  he 


lion  wiia  tuuiiimv-v.  ■■■■■o   anu  siiui.   ^>"^"r   , 

under  arrest  was  broken  when  polict  ran  QUt  t0  the  greenhouse  where  ne 
smashed  open  the  block  with  pick  gecured  a  rifle.  Returning  to  t  ie 
axes.  He  swooned  into  the  arms  of  bedroom  window,  Lincoln  said  ne 
Chief  of  Police  Wirz.  3aw  h\a  wife  silting  in  a  chair  with 

Wirz  took   Lincoln  to  the  states      reYOiVer  aimed  at  the  door.  Lin 
attorney's  office  and  subjected .him         snld  he  kined  Mrs.  Llncol 
to  three  hours  of  intensive  grilling,  £  b  „et 

hoping  to  learn  what  he  had  done  j* 


a  revolver  aunru  <>■.  — — - 

'Icoln  said  he  killed  Mrs.  Lincoln  with 
rifle  bullet.  ,  ... 

He  did  not  disturb  the  bodies  until 


with  the  torsos,  still  missing,  and  to  nighti  wnen  he  severed  the 

rind  a  motive  for  the  ghastly  crime.  .  d  diSrnernbered  the  torsos,  he 
After  an  intermission,  the  examina-  placed  the  heads  in  a  box 

Lincoln,  in  previous  confessions  •  h  aid  he  Unew  the  teeth 
said  he  dismembered  the  bodies  of  burn.     Then   he  started 

the   two   victims,  carried  the   parts  would    no     du  n  ^  ^ 

from  his  house  and  burned  them  in  grouse  furnace,  completing  the 
the  furnace  of  his  greenhouse    With  ^reennouao  morning. 
the  finding  of  the  heads,  police  ^te  work  the  next  morning, 
certain,    they   said,   that   the   torsos     Later    Lincoln    »*a'"Bd  ^  with 
are    buried"  somewhere  in  the  »»  Iheadyn  a^ox  and  ftUed^u  wrj 

C,Asy  police  labored   with   the  huge  solidified   he  place d  the  block  under 

eras  $&  >XMo^^^  c 

B!R  Wp=\^i,r^n  LiS-s  r  o     e  £  e 

Lox  ,nd  then  filled  the  box  with  crime.  They  believe  he  wanted 
concrete  He  used  tha  block  hs  a  Shoup's  $25,000  estate  ,.„„tifi«il 
n  ppor'  for  his  porch,  he  .aid.  until  Relatives  of  the  victims  identified 
last  May,  when  he  carried  ;t  away  the  heads. 

tr.  thb  dumping  irround.  A  coroner's  Inquest  will  be  neia 

next  week. 


LINCOLN  MURDER 

PROBE  CLOSE 
POLICE 

Si  /  i      J  r(s  y, 

Aurora,  Fe/  12. "Satisfied  that 
Warren  J.  Lincoln,  eccentric  lawyer- 
horticulturist,  murdered  both  his 
wife  and  Byron  Slioup,  her  brother, 
sealed  their  heads  in  a  concrete  block 
and  burned  their  bodies  in  the  green- 
house furnace,  Chief  of  Police  Frank 
Michels  announced  tonight  that  his 
investigation  of  the  case  was"  ended. 

Lincoln,  who  was  indicted  i"or  mur- 
der yesterday,  will  be  taken  to  the 
county  jail  at  Geneva  tomorrow, 
Chief  Michels  said,  adding-  that  all 
that  remains  is  the  arraignment  next 
Monday  and  the  trial. 

John  Lincoln,  son  of  the  accused 
man,  who  was  arrested  yesterday 
after  he  had  made  a  statement  that 
he  and  not  his  father,  was  the  slayer, 
was  released  today  when  confronted 
by  the  elder  Lincoln  who  denied  the 
story.  Lincoln  said  he  and  his  son 
had  agreed  to  allow  his'  son  to  ad- 
mit the  slaying  in  order  that  when 
the  trial  took  place,  a  jury  would  be 
unable  to  determine  the  guilty  one. 


LINCOLN'S  NAME  NOT  HURT. 


Over  in  Aurora,  111.,  a  lawyer  by  the  name 
of  Lincoln  who  is  said  to  be  a  "cousin"  or  sec- 
ond cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  has  confessed 
that  he  killed  his  wife.  His  confession  has  not 
been  proved  but  in  any  case  it  looks  as  if 
Warren  Lincoln  either  is  a  murderer,  partly 
insane  or  a  deliberate  evader  of  the  truth.  He 
may  be  one,  two,  or  all  three  of  these  things. 
Many  people  who  read  the  story  of  the  Aurora 
tragedy  felt  a  sense  of  hurt  that  the  name  of 
Lincoln  should  be  dragged  into  a  sordid  story 
or  that  any  person  closely  or  distantly  related 
to  the  beloved  Abraham  Lincoln  could  be 
guilty,  or  alleged  to  be  guilty  of  a  serious 
crime. 

Most  of  us  would  like    to    believe  that 
criminals  produce  criminals  and  that  decent 
people  produce  decent  people.    But  the  law  j 
is  not  unerring  and  many  lines  of  blood  may  I 
flow  into  one  family.    As  a  matter  of  fact, 
while  it  seems  to  mar  a  fine  sentiment  that 
we  hold    of    Abraham    Lincoln,    the  crime 
charged  against  a  distant  relative  does  not 1 
detract  from  the  glory  of  the  great  Lincoln. ! 
On  the  other  hand,  for  Lincoln  to  have  been 
so  fine  a  man  as  he  was  an,d  yet  be  related 
closely  to  men  of  base  passions  and  low  ideals 
seems  to  polish  rather  than  tarnish  his  per- 
sonal greatness. 
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KIN  OF  LINCOLN  AND  BOOTH  IN 
STRANGE  MEETING.  /fli~ 

THAT  was  a  strange  meeting  in  London 
recently  when  a  grandnephew  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  found  himself  buying  a  picture  of 
his  famous  relative  from  a  kinsman  of  John 
Wilkes  Booth,  Lincoln's  assassin.  According  to  a 
London  paper-  a  young  man  walked  into  an  old 
print  shop  on  Cecil  Court,  St.  Martin's  Lane,  and 
bought  an  engraving  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  It  had 
been  displayed  in  the  window. 

"I  am  a  kinsman  of  Lincoln,"  remarked  the 
buyer. 

"I  am  a  relative  of  John  Wilkes  Booth,-the  actor, 
who  assassinated  Lincoln  in  1865,"  replied  the 
print  seller. 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  remarkable  coinci- 
dence in  which  John  A.  Lincoln,  grandnephew  of 
the  American  president,  and  H.  F.  Mitchell,  whose 
father's  cousin  was  the  murderer  of  Lincoln,  were 
the  principal  figures. 

John  A.  Lincoln's  father  was  a-  nephew  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  emigrated  from  the  United 
States  to  Great  Britain  soon  after  the  Civil  War 
"and~settled  In  Cheshire.  Mr.  Lincoln  is  a  close 
student  ef  Lincoln  history  and  a  collector  of  old 
engravings  and  mementos  of  his  ancestor.  It  was 
while  he  was  buying  the  famous  engraving  of 
Lincoln,  made  by  William  Marshall  in  I860,  that 
he  met  the  relative  of  the  assassin.  Mr.  Lincoln 
looks  remarkably  like  his  ancestor.  He  has  long 
features  and  deep  set-  eyes.  He  is  a  young  man, 
and  there  is  an  extraordinary  similarity  between 
him  and  the  portrayal  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  a 
young  man  in  the  film. 

"I  was  looking  in  the  shop,"  Mr.  Lincoln  said, 
"and  I  saw  this  Lincoln  engraving.  I  asked  about 
it,  and  in  our  conversation  the  salesman  told  me 
that  he  had  the  unfortunate  distinction  of  being  a 
distant  relative  of  Booth."  It  is  sufficiently  extraor- 
dinary that  a  descendent  of  Booth  should  be  sell- 
ing prints  of  Lincoln  in  London,  more  astounding 
that  he  should  by  coincidence  be  selling  it  to  a 
Lincoln. 

The  incident  serves  to  show  what  changes  the 
whirligig  of  time  may  bring  about  and  that  the 
world  seems  to  be  growing  smaller. 


MRS.  J.  Q. 


M 


Kiinsns  Is  Mrs.  J.  'J.  noner  iriKiiu.  .««"  n»*^  »~».-.«  , 

worth.  At  Uie  h«ft  Ik  her  sister.  Mrs.  «VII«  Rose  Boner  of 
Knnsns  City.  Their  Krent  mniKlmother,  Snsnii  Hanks  Grif- 
fiths, wns  h  sister  of  Nniiey  Hunks,  Lincoln's  mother.— Prcn*. 


I.WYMAN  WOMAN 
IS  CALLED  HOME: 


le- 


Lucretin  See  Turkington. 

An  illness  of  five  short  weeks 
weakened  the  body  and  invited  death 
to  one  of  Wyman's  pioneer  mothers, 
-Mrs.  Lucretia  Turkington,  Tuesday 
March  22nd,  1927.  A  woman,  wise 
with  experience,  lovable  to  her  fam- 
ily, and  a  builder  of  our  community, 
has  passed  on.  She  was  86  years  of 
age.  Within  the  span  of  her  life  are 
the  changes  from  open  prairie  to  the 
present  high  state  of  land  cultiva- 
tion and  all  its  accompaning  ad- 
vancements. She  probably  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  one  in 
this  whole  locality  to  attend  Wesle- 
yan  College  at  Mt.  Pleasant  at  that 
early  time.  For  three  years  she 
either  walked  or  rode  horseback  from 
Danville  to  obtain  her  education  The 
three  years  following  she  taught  in 
the  schools  of  Troy.  While  many 
attempt  to  claim  relationship  with 
great  personages,  Mrs.  Turkington 
calmly  referred  to  her  grandmother 

nrLi^oJ1  C0USin  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  She  was  the  mother  of  a 
large  family,  all  but  one    of  whom 

rlfL  mlUrn  the  loss  of  the  barest 
friend  m  the  world.  Rich  in  charac- 
ter, lovable  in  her  ways,  this  grand 
old  lady  gathered  about  her  a  host 
of  friends.  She  will  be  missed  from 
the  Wyman  neighborhood,  where  she 

years  6  h°me  f°r  S0  many 
The  funeral  is  being  held  at  the 
home  in  Wyman,  today  at  one  o'clock, 
services  being  in  charge  of  Rev.  P  M 
Conant,  pastor  of  the  Winfield  M  e' 
Church.  Interment  will  be  made  in 
the  Beauchamp  cemetery  at  the  side 
of  her  husband,  who  passed  on  17 
years  ago. 

Obltnary 

Lucretia  See,  oldest    daughter  of 
Rev.  Michael  and    Elizabeth  Miller' 
See,  was  born  January  2,  1841  and 
died  March  22,  1927,  at  the  age'of  86 
years,  2  months  and  20  days. 

She  professed  her  faith  in  Christ 
and  became  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  at  the  age  of 
ten  years,  and  remained  a  faithful 
member  of  the  same  all  her  life. 

She  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Samuel  Turkington,  March  8,  1866. 
He  passed  away  17  years  ago.  To 
this  union  seven  children  were  born, 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  living  except  one  son, 
Michael,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
months.  The  children  are:  Robert 
James,  Samuel,  Mrs.  Elnora  Zicke- 
foose  and  Miss  Margaret,  of  Wyman, 
Mrs.  Anna  Mathews,  of  Burlington 
and  Christy  Turkington,  of  Letts! 
They  were  all  with  her  during  her 
last  sickness  which  extended  over  a 
period  of  five  weeks. 

She  also  leaves  to  mourn  her  going, 
one  brother  and  three  sisters  Tohn 
See,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Latty    and  ft^r 
Anna  Wilkons,  of  Washington,  Iov 
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March  15,  1929 


Miss  Jessaa&ne  M.  Hel«an 
Sex  2,  Bonny  Doene  Boat© 
Santa  Craze,  California 

%  dear  Mien  Helraaat 

tot  received  your  letter  relative  to  Mwa  D. 
Lineelft|s  »en  J&rahasi,  and  have  read  with  Interest  the 
brief  historical  sketch  Mill  you  prepared, 

I  should  like  very  much  to  learn  the  source  of 
this  information,  as  I  cannot  find  any  trace  of  it  in 
the  official  history  of  the  Lincoln  family  which  was 
published  by  Waldo  Lincoln. 

1  m  very  glad  to  supply  the  pocas  to  which  I 
feel  yon  Bast  refer  and  you  need  not  bother  to  return 

ihstu* 

Some  tiase  1  should  liks  to  have  a  snapshot 
picture  of  this  child,  Abraham  Lincoln,  if  the  family 
ever  has  one  taken. 

lours  very  truly, 


LAW;YL 


.  Director, 
Lincoln  Historical  Beseareh  foundation. 
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RITES  HELD  FOR 

KIN  OP  LINCOLN 

GREENWICH,  Conn.,  (AP)— The 
body  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Todd  Brent,  a 
distant  relative  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  a  member  of  a  prominent  Lex- 
ington, Ky.,  family,  was  sent  to  Lex- 
ington today.  Mrs.  Brent  died  at 
Blythewood  sanitarium  here  last, 
night.  She  was  born  In  Lexington  in 
1849.  Her  husband,  the  late  Charles 
Scott  Brent,  was  also  a  member  of  ' 
a  prominent  Kentucky  family. 

Three  sons,  Charles  and  Alfred,  of 
Lexington,  and  Harry  K.  Brent  of  New 
York,  city,  survive. 


RQTHER 
IN  COUNTY 


'riter  Says  Samuel  Lin- 
coln's Grave  in  Cemetery 
I    -     Near  Ellington. 

To  the  Editor  o£  The  Morning  Post: 
In'  the  small  cemetery  between 
the  villages  of  Ellington  and  Clear 
Creek  in  Chautauqua  County  there 
Is  a  small  rural  graveyard  more  or 
less  given  over  to  grass  and  weeds. 
In  this  cemetery  as  you  enter  there 
Is  a  lane  or  road  going  straight  to- 
the  backside  of  the  plot.  Near  to 
the  end  of  the  road  and  on  the 
right  hand  side  Is  a  lot  marked 
by  a  low,  oldfashioned  stone  which 
is  the  grave  of  Samuel  Lincoln, 
own  brother  of  the  martyred  Pres-  I 
ident,  Abraliajm  Lincoln..,  jThe-date  i 
of  his  birth-  awfc'^Afta.t?!  are  marked  ! 
on  the  headstone.  Safnuel  Lincoln  1 
was  the  father  of  thirteen  children. 
Clairsy  Lincoln,  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters, was  married  to  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Green.  From  this  mar- 
riage there  were  several  children, 
one  of  whom  is  now  living  in  the 
village  of  Conewango  Valley, 
Theron  Green,  a  man  of  about  60 
years  of  age.  The  body  of  Mr. 
Green's  mother  lies  in  the  ceme- 
tery known  as  Valley  View  at 
Ellington. 

In  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Green  Saturday  evening  I  learned 
the  above  facts  and  being  interest- 
ed in  historical  matters,  I  take  this 
way  of  letting  the  general  public 
know  the  same.  Mr.  Green  is  an 
active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  P. 
and  both  he  and  his  \f'fe  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Rebekah  Lodge. 

JAMES  R.  GARFIELD. 
Gerry,  October  31,  1929. 
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